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Charity	Jordan	Wins	the	2017	
	La	Conner	Middle	School	Spelling	Bee	

      
    The first round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee was held Friday, 
February 3rd in the school auditorium.  
This year’s winner is Charity Jordan.  
Charity also won last year’s spelling bee, 
the regional spelling bee, and advanced to 
Washington D.C.  
    Charity faced tough competition from 8th 
graders MacQuaid Hiller, Charles Baker, 
Carmen Garcia, Kohl Fry; 7th graders 
Junaper Swanson, this year’s runner up, 
Delaney Cobbs, Victoria Hayes; and 6th 
graders Eliza Schnabel, Eleanor Drews, 
Raegan Lee and Isa Gonzalez. 
    Charity’s winning word:  indecisively 
This word is from originally Latin parts plus 
English combining forms.   
adverb   
distinctly : vaguely. 
Because he was unsure, Tim gave his answer indecisively. 
    Congratulations to all the contestants, and good luck to Charity in the next 
round! 
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Valentine’s	Day	
By Cole Medeiros and 
Jensen Brooks 

     
 
 

      Valentine's Day, also known as Saint Valentine's Day, is an annual 
holiday celebrated on the 14th of February. Valentine's Day was named for a 
Christian martyr. The day first became associated with romantic love within 
the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century, when the tradition of 
courtly love spread. In the 18th century England, it evolved into an occasion 
in which lovers expressed their love for each other by presenting flowers, 
offering confectionery, and sending greeting cards (known as “valentines”). All 
across the United States and some other countries, people have been 
celebrating that way for the holiday. 
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Teacher	Feature,	Starring…Mr.	Voorhees.	
By Junaper Swanson and Mason Wilson 

Jokes	
By Elijah Porter and Cameron Burks 

 
Q: Why did the cookie go to the 
hospital? 
A: Because he felt crummy. 

 
Q: Why did Johnny throw the clock 
out of the window?  
A: Because he wanted to see time fly. 
 
Q: Why was the baby strawberry 
crying? 
A: Because his mom and dad were in 
a jam. 
 
Q: What do lawyers wear to court? 
A: Lawsuits! 
 
Q: Why is there a gate around 
cemeteries? 
A: Because people are dying to get in. 
 
Q: Why wouldn’t the shrimp share 
a treasure? 
A: Because he was a little shellfish. 
 
Q: What lights up a soccer 
stadium? 
A: A soccer match. 
 
Q: Why shouldn’t you write with a 
broken pencil? 
A: Because it is pointless. 
 
Q: Why did the golfer wear two 
pairs of pants? 
A; In case he got a hole in one. 
 
Q: Why is a baseball game a good 
place to go on a hot day? 
A: Because there are lots of fans. 
 
Q: What do you call a bear with no 
teeth? 
A: A gummy bear. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    We interviewed Mr. Voorhees, a teacher in the high school, and were surprised 
by many of his interesting answers to our questions.  
 
Q: How long have you been teaching in La Conner School District? 
A: This is my 7th year at La Conner. 
 
Q: When you were a kid, what did you think your job was going to be? A: I 
was considering becoming a firefighter, teacher or chef.  
 
Q: What, in your opinion, makes La Conner School District different than 
other schools? A: The community support and the great kids.  
 
Q: What would be your dream class to teach? 
A: The class I am currently teaching, Cultures through Cuisine, which is a 1st 
semester elective.  
 
Q: What was your favorite form of entertainment growing up? 
A: Playing sports.  My favorite sport to play was football. 
 
Q: Name one thing you will tell your grandkids about La Conner School 
District. A: I will tell my grandkids that teaching in a small school is an asset, not a 
liability.  
 
Q: If you were the owner of a restaurant, what would the “special” be?  A: A 
barbeque chicken quesadilla. 

	
Top	10:	Fastest	Cars	

            By Kali Adams and Andrew Villard 

1. Koenigsegg Agera R – 273 Mph 
2. Hennessey Venom GT – 270 Mph 
3. Bugatti Veyron Super Sport – 268 Mph 
4. 9ff GT9-R – 260 Mph 
5. SSC Ultimate Aero – 256 Mph 
6. Koenigsegg CCR – 242 Mph 
7. McLaren F1 – 241 Mph. 
8. Audi R8 V10 Plus - 205 Mph 
9. 2016 Lamborghini Huracan - 201 Mph 
10. 2017 Cadillac CTS-V base - 200 Mph 

	



	 3	

7th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	
Rya	Holt	

By  Junaper Swanson 
 
    I interviewed Rya Holt, and I learned some 
surprising details about her. She is funny, 
loves spending time with friends, and plays 
volleyball.  
Q: What high school are you planning on 
attending, and what are you looking 
forward to?  A: I’m planning on attending 
Sedro-Woolley High School, and I will be 
looking forward to seeing all of my old friends 
and graduating in my hometown.  
 
Q: What famous person would you love to 
meet? A: Fallon Taylor. 
 
Q: Who are your siblings? A: David, who is 
10, Khloe, who is 2, Kimber, who is 1, and 
Paisley, who is 4 months.  
 
Q: If you could choose any animal in the 
world to have as a pet, what would you 
choose? A: A tiger or an elephant. 
 
Q: What is your favorite way to spend a 
weekend? A: At my friend Charity’s house 
eating a tub of ice cream. 
 
Q: What is your favorite holiday, and how 
do you spend it? A: My birthday, and I 
usually go to my grandma’s house where 
everybody gets together.  
 
Q: What was your favorite childhood 
cartoon? A: Dora the Explorer. 
 
Q: If you were given the power to grant 
three wishes for yourself, what would they 
be? A: To have superpowers, to have money, 
and to help the homeless.  
 
 

 
																			LCMS	February	Birthdays	

By  Emily Smith 
 

• Cole Medeiros  2nd 
• Emily Smith   3rd 
• Charity Jordan  4th 
• Kayla Rasler   5th 
• Jacob Stapleton  10th 
• Quentin Kaubin  13th 
• Mia Carlton   17th 
• Hunter Williams  17th 
• Avery Sloniker            22nd 
• Andrea Sampson  24th 
• Hannah Grossglass  26th 
• CeCe Grossglass  27th 
• Zeb Joe   28th 
• Abel Tenorio   28th 
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1. Phil asks his friend Stan when his birthday is.  Stan replies that he was 32 the day before yesterday and next 
year he’ll be 35.  When is his birthday and how is this possible? 
 

2. I am a married woman.  John’s son is my daughter’s father.  What is my relationship to John? 
 

3. Jim and Wanda both have some apples.  If Jim gives Wanda an apple, they will both have the same number 
of apples.  However, if Wanda gives Jim an apple, Jim will have twice as many as Wanda.  How many apples 
do Jim and Wanda each have?   ANSWERS ARE ON PAGE 5 

FIND THE PANDA 
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Sports		
By Elijah Porter and Ethan Simpson 

Middle School Girls’ Basketball 
 
The middle school girls’ basketball season began on Monday, 
January 23rd.  The teams hosted Concrete. The 7th grade won 
31-15.  Junaper Swanson led the way with 13 points.  The 8th 
grade won 43-21.  Avery Sloniker scored 15 points and Maya 
Medeiros chipped in with 12 points.  Ketelina O’Brien led the 
team in assists with many great passes from her point guard 
position. 

The teams traveled to Orcas Island on Wednesday, 
January 25th and came away with two victories.  The 7th grade 
defeated Orcas 34-14.  Karris Drake led the way with 10 
points and Junaper Swanson tallied 6 points.  The 8th grade 
team won 36-19.  Ketelina O’Brien scored 12 points and 
Katie Watkins added 10 points. 

 Wrapping up a busy and successful week, the teams traveled to Mount Vernon Christian on Thursday, 
January 26th.  The 7th grade team handled Mount Vernon Christian easily winning 43-13.  Junaper Swanson led the 
way with 17 points, and Aubrie Sloniker scored 14. The 8th grade team defeated Mount Vernon Christian 48-15.  
Maya Medeiros paced the Braves with 13 points, and Avery Sloniker added 8 points. 
 

 

La	Conner	Tidbits	
  By  Alex Bouwens 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• The Rainbow Bridge was originally going to be green, but when the public saw  
            the orange primer coat, they liked it, so the builders decided to keep it. 
 

• La Conner used to be a lot more isolated. The only way to arrive in La Conner was to arrive by boat. 
 

• More than 100 cars and boats are on display during the first Saturday of August every summer at the 
marina for the La Conner Classic Boat and Car Show. 

 

Answers 
1. Today is January 1st, and his birthday is on December 31st. He was 32 then turned 33 on December 31st, 

and this year on December 31st he’ll turn 34, so next year he’ll be 35. 
 
2. Daughter-in-law. Her daughter’s father is her husband. This means John’s son is her husband, so John is her 

father-in-law, making her the daughter-in-law. 
 

3. Jim has 7 apples and Wanda has 5 apples. 
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6th	Grade:	Get	To	Know		
Kevin	Elston	

By Alex Bouwens 
 

Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: Action and casual video games. 
 
Q: What is your favorite movie or 
video game? A: Ant Man. 
 
Q: Do you have a favorite animal and 
why? A: Cats, because they are nice and 
can kill stuff. 
 
Q: If you could go anywhere in the 
world, where would you go and how 
long would you stay there? 
A: Hawaii, for about 2 weeks. 
 
Q: If you could have any superpower, 
what would it be and would you use it 
for good? 
A: Flying, for personal benefit. 
 
Q: What do you do in your free time? 
A: Video games and reading. 
 
Q: What is your favorite food? 
A: Hot dogs. 
 
Q: What trait or characteristic about 
you do you think makes you feel 
different or special? 
A:  I am good at video games. 
 
Q: What three things would you bring 
on a deserted island? 
A: Sniper rifle, a hot dog, and a library. 
 
Q: What is your dream job? 
A: Work at Microsoft or computer 
designer. 
 
Q: What is your favorite candy bar? 
A: Twix. 

Recipe	of	the	Month	
By Sammy Davidson 

 
Taco Pop Tarts 
 

• 2 boxes refrigerated pie 
crusts (total of 4 pie crusts), 
at room temperature 

• 1 tablespoon olive oil 
• 1/2 onion, thinly sliced 
• 1/2 pound ground beef 
• 1 tablespoon taco 

seasoning 
• 1 cup frozen corn, thawed 
• 1 cup canned black beans, 

drained 
• 1 cup shredded cheddar 
• 1 egg, beaten with 1 tablespoon water 
• Sesame seeds for sprinkling 

 
 

Directions: 
Add the corn and beans and cook for 2-3 minutes. Remove from heat 
and let cool until warm. Place six pie crust rectangles on one of your 
prepared baking sheets. Top with a spoonful of the beef filling, followed 
by a handful of shredded cheese. 

 

 

Movie	Review:	Ant-Man	
By Kevin Elston and Jason Nelson 

 
Dr. Hank Pym 
is protecting 
the Pym 
particle which 
is a 
substance 
that can 
change 
distance 
between 
atoms, 
making 
anything smaller or bigger.  Daron Cross has a suit to shrink and is very 
close to getting the substance. Scott Lang robs Hank and gets the 
original suit.  He puts on the suit and shrinks. After a while he starts 
training to get the other suit and destroy the database about the suit. 
They start the heist and it ends with a big BOOM!  Daron gets in his suit 
and fights Scott.  The fight ends up at Scott’s daughter’s house. Scott 
makes the ultimate sacrifice shrinking between particles to get inside 
the suit and destroy it. He then is shrinking eternally because his 
regulator is broken and gets out with a disc that grows whatever it hits. 
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• Handshakes were originally meant to make sure a person you were meeting didn’t have a 

concealed weapon.  Shaking the hand made a weapon fall out if they had one up their sleeve.  

• Strawberries have more vitamin C than oranges. 

• A shark can sense a fish’s heartbeat before it attacks. 

• A U. S. dollar bill can be folded 4000 times in the same spot before it rips. 

• Bloodhounds can smell a scent that is four days old. 

• A single cloud can weigh more than one million pounds. 

• Mountain lions can whistle. 

8th	Grade:	Get	to	Know:	Joey	Day-Rocha	
By Dakota Mireles 

 
 
 
Q: What do 
you like to do 
when you get 
home? 
A: I like to play 
games and 
walk my dog. 
 
Q: What is 
your favorite 
kind of food? 
A: Panda 
Express. 
 
Q: What are your siblings’ names? 
A: Ryan (17), Jalen (16), Malia (12) and Gavin (6). 
 
Q: What sports do you play? 
A: Football. 
 
Q: Where do you want to work when you grow 
up.? 
A: Jack in the Box. 
 
Q: Where would you like to live when you grow     
up? 
A: In an apartment with Dakota and Jahfee. 
 

Get	To	Know	Randy	Wills	
By Junaper Swanson 

 
   I interviewed Randy Wills, who 
is a bus driver at La Conner 
School District. Interviewing him 
gave me a chance to get to know 
him better, and learn about his 
childhood. 
Q: What is one benefit to being 
a La Conner School District 
Bus Driver? A: To have fun with 
the kids. 
 
Q: What was your favorite 
thing to do growing up? Now? 
A: I loved playing sports growing 
up, and now I love watching 
sports. 
 
Q: If you could redesign the school bus, what would it look 
like? A: It would look the same, but with some more padding. 
 
Q: How has being a bus driver affected you? 
A: It has given me a sense of responsibility. 
 
Q: If you could choose any sports team to have season tickets 
to, which team would you choose?  A: The Mariners. 
 
Q: What was your favorite school subject growing up? 
A: Science.  
 
Q: If you were to write your autobiography, what would the title 
be? A: “No Regrets.” 
 
Q: If you were to choose a song/novel/quote that describes you, 
what would you choose? A: The song “I Did it My Way.” 

Weird	Facts	
By Marcus Mussivand and Isaiah Adams 
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Up	and	Coming	Artists	

Maya Masonholder 8th Grade 

Presidents’	Day	
By Kaylanna Guerrero-Gobert 

 
 
 
 
 
Presidents’ Day is celebrated on the third Monday of February.  The day is 

meant to celebrate George Washington and all the presidents of the U.S. It became 
a federal holiday in 1879. Although there was an attempt in 1968 to officially call the 
third Monday in February Presidents' Day, it failed. It eventually came to pass that 
in 1971. Still many states choose to call this day Presidents' Day instead of 
Washington's Birthday. Some states also celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s birthday on 
this day too.  

Emma Worgum 7th Grade 

Mia Carlton 7th Grade 

Edward Thomas 8th Grade 
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Match each character from Star Wars to the actor’s name, and you 
might be a winner! The first ten students with correct answers will win a 
prize! Just bring this paper to Mr. Novak’s classroom.  

Your Name ________________ 

   
Larry Ward   _____ 
 
Alec Guinness   _____ 

 
Des Webb   _____ 
 
Ahmad Best   _____ 

     
Erik Bauresfeld   _____ 
 
John Boyega   _____ 
 
Kenny Baker   _____ 
 
Ray Park    _____ 
 
Peter Mayhew   _____ 
 
Billy Dee Williams  _____ 
 
Samuel L Jackson  _____ 
 
     

   
A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

H 

I 

J 

K 

Darth Maul 

Jar Jar Binks 

Finn 

Chewbacca 

G 
 

 

Jabba the Hutt 

Wampa 

Mace Windu 

Lando Calrissian 
R2-D2 

Admiral Ackbar Obi-Wan Kenobi 


